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The God of the Bible – 6

What God has Done for Us
ALMOST every week we hear about 
someone who has run up huge bills on 
their credit cards or borrowed from loan 
sharks. As a result, they find themselves in 
great difficulties. Sadly, some of them take 
extreme measures, even suicide, to find a 
way out. No one is willing to cancel their 
debts. 

Our Debt to God
The Bible describes our sin, our wrongdoing 
in God’s eyes, as a debt that God is willing 
to wipe out. This is despite the fact that it’s 
our own fault that we’ve got into that mess 
in the first place. 

It’s no use saying we aren’t sinners, when 
what we mean is that we don’t commit 

robbery or murder. Human opinions about 
what is a ‘real’ sin may alter, but God’s 
doesn’t. We are all sinners – we all disobey 
God to some extent – and therefore deserve 
the same sentence as the first people, 
Adam and Eve. God gave them a rule and 
stated the punishment for breaking that 
rule. Because they did what they wanted 

instead, God confirmed 
what would happen:

In the sweat of your face you 
shall eat bread till you return 
to the ground, for out of it 
you were taken; for dust you 
are, and to dust you shall 
return (Genesis 3:19).

The result is that we have 
their same physical nature 
and so we too will die. But 
we don’t die just because 
we are mortal. Like our 
first parents, we sin and 
therefore deserve to die.

Therefore, just as through one man (Adam) 
sin entered the world, and death through sin, 
and thus death spread to all men, because all 
sinned (Romans 5:12).

But there is something we can do about 
it, although it is more accurate to say that 
God has done something about it, by 
offering us a way out.
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God’s Mercy 
Jesus told the following story:

A certain king wanted to settle accounts with 
his servants. And when he had begun to settle 
accounts, one was brought to him who owed 
him ten thousand talents. But as he was not 
able to pay, his master commanded that 
he be sold, with his wife and children and all 
that he had, and that payment be made. The 
servant therefore fell down before him, saying, 
“Master, have patience with me, and I will pay 
you all.”  Then the master of that servant was 
moved with compassion, released him, and 
forgave him the debt (Matthew 18:23–27).

It must be fiction, because who in their right 
mind would wipe out such a huge debt? 
It was achieved by the servant throwing 
himself on the mercy of a lord who was 
more compassionate than probably any 
person you know. 

The remarkable thing about God is that, 
despite His hatred of sin, He feels pity for 
those who share that hatred. 
He is merciful towards them. 
The Psalmist says of Him:

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abounding in 
mercy. He will not always strive 
with us, nor will He keep His 
anger forever. He has not dealt 
with us according to our sins, 
nor punished us according to our 
iniquities (Psalm 103:8–10).

This is a wonderful statement 
of what God is like, which is 

often repeated in the Bible. It first appears 
in the Old Testament, which many people 
think describes a fierce unforgiving God, 
different from the God of love in the New 
Testament. But there is no contradiction. 
Here it is again, this time in the New 
Testament:

The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, 
as some count slackness, but is longsuffering 
toward us, not willing that any should perish 
but that all should come to repentance (2 Peter 
3:9).

God’s Way Out
God our Saviour, who desires all men to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth (1 Timothy 2:3–4).

God wants us to be saved from the effect of 
our sins, but he is a God of justice, as well 
as a Saviour. He condemns sin, but in His 
great mercy He is prepared to forgive the 
repentant sinner.
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Do you… not know that the goodness of God 
leads you to repentance? (Romans 2:4).

God wants to help us, but we must get to 
know and understand the truth. Not your 
truth, not our truth – God’s truth. He shows 
us the only way to live, as only He can. 

Nor is there salvation in any other, for there 
is no other name under heaven given among 
men by which we must be saved (Acts 4:12).

That “name” is Jesus, which means “God 
saves”.

The Role of God’s Son
There is one God and one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave 
himself a ransom for all (1 Timothy 2:5–6).

God has given His only Son to be the 
intercessor between God and mankind. 
We can therefore only come to God 
through him. Jesus lived a life of perfect 
obedience. In overcoming sin, and in finally 
succumbing to death, Jesus showed God’s 
condemnation of sin. He revealed God’s 
just ways to men in his teaching and in 
his behaviour. Perhaps his greatest act of 
obedience was to voluntarily surrender his 
life, when in fact he had the power to put a 
stop to it.

God (sent) His own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in 
the flesh (Romans 8:3).

Jesus was a human being and represented 
all those who hate their tendency to sin 
against God, described by the Apostle Paul 
as follows:

To will is present with me, but how to perform 
what is good I do not find. For the good that 
I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not 
to do, that I practice… O wretched man that 
I am! Who will deliver me from this body of 
death? I thank God—through Jesus Christ our 
Lord! (Romans 7:18–25).

Jesus offered himself as a voluntary 
sacrifice. His was a perfect sacrifice and 
therefore was acceptable to God for our 
sins. For the sake of His Son, God shows 
mercy to the rest of us by forgiving our sins 
– if we turn to Him.

“Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God…” 
By that will we have been sanctified through 
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for 
all (Hebrews 10:9–10).

So at the very time that human beings did 
their worst for God by killing His Son, God 
was doing His best for the human race.

In Him (God) we have redemption through 
his (Jesus’) blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of His grace which He 
made to abound toward us (Ephesians 1:7–8).

But that’s not all that God does for us. Jesus 
didn’t just die; he left the grave after three 
days to become immortal. We too can 
become immortal and enjoy life on earth 
in the Kingdom of God, working with Jesus. 
That’s God’s offer to all of us. 

It is our sin that separates us from God, 
because He hates it. He has decided to 
offer us His mercy through the work of His 
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Rod Hale


